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Log Line 

A seemingly normal and loving couple of 15-20 years have a fight 

as the husband comes to terms with his homosexuality. 

 

Tagline 

Denial. Anger. Bargaining. Depression. Acceptance. 

 

Synopsis  

As Alan (a Senior in High School) returns home from walking his 

dog, sitting at the kitchen table is his parents, Bill and Diana (a 

couple of 15-20 years), who begin to have a verbal fight as Bill 

admits, for the first time, of his inward battle with his own 

homosexuality. Diana goes through the five stages of grief within 

a matter of minutes: denial, anger, bargaining, depression, and 

acceptance. The result is everyone in the household coming to 

terms with the fact that their old way of life is now over. 

 

 



Actor: John Trujillo 

Playing: Bill 
John Trujillo was born and raised the San 

Francisco Bay Area. He first began performing in 

school plays and in the Palo Alto All-City youth 

choir. John has a BA in History from San Diego 

State University and an MA in Political Science 

from San Francisco State University. In 2002, John 

began performing stand-up comedy in and around 

the San Francisco Bay Area in clubs before moving 

to NYC in 2005. While employed as a college 

professor in Political Science, John continued 

performing, eventually branching into improv, and 

returning to acting and singing. John made his Off-

Broadway debut in 2012 in Robert L. Hecker's 

musical, "Honestly Abe." Since then he has been in 

numerous New York stage productions, including 

the 13th Street Repertory's production of "A 

Christmas Carol" as Ebenezer Scrooge, as Papa 

George in "Yankee Peddler," and most recently as 

Kulygin in the Russian Arts Theater production of 

"Three Sisters," and as the title character as "Papo" 

in Ken Bravo's new musical "Papo's Variety 

Store." John can also be seen on TV and film. He is 

best known for his portrayal of Detective Misile in 

Oxygen Network's series, "Homicide for the 

Holidays," "Thanks-Killing," and as Lyle 

Kopenkoskey in the ID Channel Network's series 

"Diabolical." 



 

Actor: JoAnn Celentano 

Playing: Diana 
 

JoAnn Celentano is thrilled to be a part of the cast of 

“Some Terrible Grief.”  Like many performers, she got her 

start on the junior high school stage. Following a few of 

her friends to an audition for the musical, “Carousel,” it 

was there she found her calling. She appeared in high 

school productions, studied acting in college and then 

performed in community and regional theatre.  After 

taking a hiatus to be a Mom (her most important role), 

JoAnn recently returned to film, television, and stage 

work. Her film credits include the 2016 comedy, “Gender 

Bender,” the indie film, “Eclipse,” and the student film, “It 

Keeps You Up.”  Recent theatrical credits include “Twelve 

Angry Women,” with the AlphaNYC Theatre Company, 

“The Kiss,” with LI Repertory Theatre and the comedy, 

“Red Scare on Sunset.”  She has also done extra work for 

television and voiceover work for NYU television and film 

students.   She would like to thank her husband Jimmy and 

her son, James, for all their love and support. “It’s our 

dreams that keep us going….” 



 

 

 

Actor: Eric Fleising 

Playing: Alan 
 

Eric Fleising is a young actor, born in Montreal, 

Québec, currently based in New York City. After 

studying for a year at McGill University in the 

psychology department, Eric transferred to NYU, 

Tisch, where he studied for two years at the Atlantic 

studio. Although Eric is eager to graduate and begin 

working in the industry, he is very excited to spend 

his last semester in London, studying the 

performance of Shakespeare at the Royal Academy of 

Dramatic Arts. 

 

 

 

 



About the Director 

Adam Noyes has grown up with movies and is an award-winning filmmaker. He looked forward 

to every Saturday watching them with his father. He eats, sleeps, and dreams movies. Despite 

growing up in Jefferson, New Hampshire (from the most northern county in the state), he takes it 

in pride. He thinks this has given him a unique approach to many of his techniques, which most 

he proudly taught himself, and how he views the projects he works on.  

 

Ever since he got a camera when he was 8 

years old, Adam has been making movies. 

They went from giant cats attacking lincoln 

log buildings to stop motion animation 

shorts featuring a tyranosaurus rex fighting 

a brontosaurus. As he got older, he made 

three horror films (Forest of Blood, Lake of 

Death, and Compound of Chaos) which 

played in theaters across New Hampshire 

and earned him a $10,000.00 scholarship for 

school. He also currently edits for NeuLion 

Inc working with organizations such as the 

NFL, WNBA, Coliseum, and NHL. In 

school, he has written, acted, and directed 

all sorts of shorts, and one feature. 

 

These range from comedies (the award 

winning “Pineapple”), to thrillers (writing 

and acting in the award winning “Dog 

Collar”), to romances (“Hear Ye, Danny 

Boy”), to noir (the award nominated 

Which Way They Walk), to music videos 

(“Swedish Meatballs,” by God Help Us), 

to dramas (“Confines”), and even 

experimental flicks (“My Sweetest 

Friend, Everyone I Know Goes Away in 

the End”). He has no fears of playing 

around with genres, or trying new things, 

and that is what he is doing with “Some 

Terrible Grief”  

 

 



Meet the Producers 

 

Jennifer Pautke is currently a senior at Five Towns College, studying Film Production. She has 

been making movies since she was about 12 years old. Her love for film production started when 

she and her father began documenting their family vacations together. Together, they would take 

hundreds of photographs and videos. Then they would edit them together to make a movie of 

memories about the family vacation for everyone to enjoy.  

 

                                                                                              

Starting in 8th grade, Jennifer has taken 

every film class her school has offered. She 

even attended the BOCES program in 11th 

and 12th grade, where she specifically 

studied Television, Video, and Digital Film 

Production at a nearby technical school. 

There, she participated in competitions for 

film through SkillsUSA in the regional and 

state level. In addition to competing, she 

was also a delegate for their leadership 

conference. After graduating high school 

and BOCES, Jennifer went on to continue 

her film education at Five Towns College.  

 

 

 

 

In her time at Five Towns College, Jennifer has made many different films. These range from 

dramas such as (“Speed Dating”), to television commercials (“Diary”), and even music videos 

(“Lightning” performed by Keely Burn). Jennifer is excited to be a part of the team for “Some 

Terrible Grief,” having worked with the director countless of times.  

 

 



 

James Frasca’s passion hasn’t always been 

filmmaking. In high school, James started out 

in theater, until he realized he could not 

memorize lines. As time went on, he 

developed a passion for film. Since 2011, he 

has been making short films. His favorite 

films are several movies from the James 

Bond franchise and he is often inspired by 

those films in his own work. He aspires to 

someday work as a Director of Photography 

on a future James Bond film. 

 

On a film set, James can be found behind the 

camera, either operating the camera or 

working as the director of photography. 

Several of the films he has worked on have 

won various awards including: Best Overall 

Short Film and Audience Choice at 72-hour film festivals (“The Dog Collar”), best third year 

film (“Pineapple”), and best producer (“Game Stop Commercial”).  He has worked on various 

music videos, dramas, action films, commercials and even a feature length film entitled Which 

Way They Walk. James Frasca graduated with highest honors as top of his graduating class for 

his outstanding work ethic and giving back to his community. James Frasca has most recently 

started working with Tru-TV’s hit show “Impractical Jokers: Inside Jokes”. 

 

James has known director 

Adam Noyes for 3 years 

now and has made many 

shorts and one feature with 

him; the two work well 

together. Part of the reason 

James and Adam work so 

well is their views on how 

shots should be done 

differs greatly, and when 

they agree on the way the 

shot should look, they are 

certain their audience will 

love it. 

 

 

 



 

Location 

 

“Some Terrible Grief” will be shot entirely in Cutchogue, Long Island. 

We will be utilizing a local beach and neighborhood for all exterior 

shots, mainly featuring Alan and Buster. 

For the house and interiors, we will be using the Pautke residence, which 

they have graciously allowed us to use as our main set. 

 



Director’s Statement 

“Some Terrible Grief” was spawned by what I lived through. These people (Alan, 

Diana, and Bill) are all based upon real events that have taken place in my left, and the impact it 

has left on everyone involved. It tackles a subject that has no answers, and I deliberately make no 

attempt to say what is right and what is wrong.  

 

When Bill says, “I don’t know,” he means it, just as I do. I was sick of being told what 

movies believe to be the right way to live a life. When there is no right way. There is no wrong 

way. We simply don’t know. People who do ugly things you will find have some good qualities. 

People who do good things you will find have some ugly qualities. Nothing is black and white, 

and with today’s culture of radicalization, this message is more important now than ever. Is Bill a 

good man for coming to terms with his sexuality? I don’t know. Is Diana in the right for feeling 

betrayed by Bill’s actions? I don’t know. Is Alan right in his feelings of abandonment when he 

clearly has a rocky relationship with his mother? I don’t know. And even if I did, why should I 

dictate it? Who is good? Who is bad? Who is the protagonist? Who is the antagonist? Is there a 

protagonist? Is there an antagonist? I certainly have my opinion on who and what these people 

are, but is it the right one? Who knows? It’s up to you. 

-Adam Noyes 
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